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SMART MOTORWAYS 

Grant Shapps has told the  Transport Select Committee that the roll-out of “stopped vehicle 

detection” (SVD) will be installed on existing schemes by the end of next year slightly shortening 

the original timetable set out in last year’s stocktake and action plan which promised that SVD 

would be retrofitted to existing all lane running schemes by March 2023. 

Mr Shapps said:  

‘It was entirely wrong to build a so-called 

smart motorway – and you question the 

naming of it – without the technology in place 

to make it safer. That’s not the right 

approach. And the main technology, one of 

the main technologies, is to be able to see 

immediately if a car or vehicle is stopped and 

that stopped vehicle detection wasn’t 

available across the network. As a result of 

looking now, a year on [from the stocktake], 

I’ve met with Highways England, put pressure 

on and we’re bringing it forward again. We 

will have the smart vehicle detection 

developed and installed next year, on the 

entire network.’ 

 

Mr Shapps’ comments reflect the fact that despite being labelled ‘smart’, most all lane running 

sections of motorway (where the hard shoulder has been removed) rely on CCTV coverage to detect 

stopped vehicles, as well as ‘MIDAS’ sensors that detect when other traffic has slowed.  

Highways England’s own data indicates that it can take an average of 17 minutes to detect a 

stationary vehicle in a live lane. 

DASH CAM FOOTAGE 

Like the idea or not, clearly there are many out there submitting pieces of driving footage to the 

police showing what they believe to be let’s say iffy driving by fellow motorists and other road 

users but beware as there but for the grace of God go they. 

A total of 32,370 pieces of footage provided by members of the pubic in 2019 were received by 24 

police forces that accept video evidence of so called “driving offences” according to  data received 

by the RAC  following a freedom of information request and it is recorded that a quarter of these 

(25% – 8,148) went on to result in prosecutions.  

According to the RAC’s study Police Forces are 

making it increasingly easy for drivers and other 

road users to submit camera footage of 

unsuspecting alleged rule-breakers with all 44 

forces now accepting dashcam video most of which 

are sent via their websites. The greatest number of 

potentially prosecutable offences in 2019 was 

submitted to The Met Police 8,082 followed by 

Surrey - 3,542, West Midlands – 3,242, Gwent – 

3,037 and Greater Manchester with 2,940. 

The footage submitted to police related to the following offences: dangerous driving, careless 

driving/driving without due care and attention, driving too close to cyclists, contravening red 

traffic lights, contravening double white lines, contravening ‘no entry’ signs, illegal use of a 

handheld mobile phone and evidence of vehicles apparently without MOTs. 
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ROAD SAFETY GRANTS 

Funding of between £25k and £200k is available for technology-focussed road projects under the 

Road Safety Trust grant scheme. 

The Road Safety Trust is the largest 

independent road safety grant giver in the UK 

and funds research and practical interventions 

committed to reducing the number of people 

killed or injured on UK roads. The current 

round of funding opened for applications on 

2th February and runs until 19th April 2021. 

The theme for this round of funding is ‘How can technology can be used to reduce road offending 

and improve road safety’. 

Funding is available on application for public and private organisations, registered charities and not 

for profit organisations from across the UK with guidance of how to do so available on the Road 

Safety Trust website. To find out more and the criteria for submitting your project application go 

to https://www.roadsafetytrust.org.uk/ 

  

IMPROVING SAFETY ON THE UK'S MAJOR ROADS 

 

PACTS are holding an on-line conference - Improving Safety on the UK's Major Roads on Tuesday 

30th March 2021 from 11.00 -15.00. 

The conference will cover the UK's strategic road networks and local authority main roads outside 

urban areas. It will also address the wider policy environment, such as improving air quality and de-

carbonation and explore possible overlaps, synergies and tensions with safety. It is supported by the 

Department for Transport and Highways England. There will also be speakers from Transport 

Scotland, the Welsh Government, local government and the private and voluntary sectors.  

An invitation to join the conference which is free of charge is extended to anyone interested from 

the UK Road Safety Network and you can book at https://www.pacts.org.uk/events/pacts-

conference-online-uk-major-roads-safety-in-the-wider-policy-environment/ where you can also 

access the provisional agenda. 
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"THANK YOU, ALL YOU BAD DRIVERS" 

With thanks to Stanley McWhirter for the following thoughts and contribution 

I am grateful to all the bad drivers that I encounter on the road.  Because of them I am more 
vigilant, more aware and less susceptible to that scourge that drivers of indifferent quality suffer 

from - surprise.  

They have taught me how to avoid them and 

so prevent their crashes. They have made me 

the driver I am today - almost perfect. - 

Almost perfect because thinking one is 

perfect leads to dangerous complacency and 

overconfidence. I have intensely studied 

drivers along with all other road users so I 

claim to be able to anticipate what people 

are going to do before they anticipate what 

they are going to do themselves. The only 

thing that might catch me out is if someone 

does something suddenly, but that is rare, 

most telegraph their intentions.  

 

I learn from their mistakes, even if they do 

not. Over 60 years I have built experience on 

experience; memorising and storing up events 

that can be instantly brought to mind as each 

potential emergency occurs so that I can 

forestall it.  It is such a shame that seventeen 

year olds have to build that up over the years 

with no guidance. There is continuous 

development in cooking and baking  on TV 

(despite the obsessive epidemic) but nothing 

life-saving such as  how to drive and avoid 

crashes, no wonder the annual death toll on 

the roads has been stuck at 1,700 for 

decades. Dangerous drivers are imprisoned, 

well deserved, but how then can they convey 

the lessons that they have learned. They 

should be going round schools and television 

stations because people respond more to eye 

witnesses than experts. 

I have sat beside drivers who do not major in 

advanced nor ordinary driving as they exclaim 

in surprise: "Oh! He's gone through the red 

light!" "Look! She's going down the one-way 

street the wrong way!" "That cyclist is 

wobbling!" "The pedestrian ran out of 

nowhere!" Nowhere? Impossible! What it 

means is that the driver did not expect the 

child to run out from behind the van. He 

should have looked for the feet below the 

high sided van. 

Plan now! Do not wait for the emergency. 

Respond rather than react that will give you 

more time especially if you tailor your speed 

to the situation rather than just the speed 

limit. On a wide open road you may be able 

to travel briskly; the same road crowded with 

parked vehicles you must be much slower 

because you are more conscious of stopping 

distances than just speed. Stopping distance 

is a function of speed, and much more 

important. Studying stopping distances you 

will notice the exponential increase as speed 

rises (i.e. stopping distance does not increase 

with speed it increasingly increases). Even a 

minor reduction of speed, easing off the gas 

as you see a potential hazard, can 

dramatically reduce the stopping distance.  

Respond rather than react because you are 

aware that a knee-jerk reaction is unplanned 

and not thought about and therefore 

dangerous. Reacting in driving often results in 

a swerve, rather than a planned change in 

direction, taking the driver from a harmless 

collision with an opening door towards a 

deadly head on crash; the worst type of crash 

you can have. Swerving head-on with a lorry 

may kill you, head-on with a cyclist the 

cyclist may die. Keep reminding yourself 

while driving, "Slow, not swerve" 

That is planned driving. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DRIVING LICENCE UPGRADE AND MOTORCYCLE TEST RULES 

The government is proposing two relatively small changes to the law as follows: 

Getting manual entitlement from a test using an automatic vehicle 

Allow drivers who passed their driving test in an automatic vehicle in one of the following categories to 

drive a manual vehicle as long as they can already drive a manual vehicle in another category: 

 car and trailer (B+E) 

 medium-sized lorry (C1) and its trailer towing equivalent (C1+E) 

 minibus (D1) and its trailer towing equivalent (D1+E) 
 

This recognises that the driver has already shown that they can drive a manual vehicle and will be 

familiar with manual transmission. The Government now want to bring medium-sized lorries and mini-

buses, together with their trailer entitlements, into line with the test and licence upgrade 

arrangements. The government also considers that this proposal should also apply to car and trailer 

tests. This is because most drivers who want to tow a trailer with their car will already have full manual 

entitlement. 

[In 2014 a similar change was introduced which related to: 

 lorry (C) 

 articulated lorry (C+E) 

 bus or coach (D) 

 bus or coach towing a trailer (D+E) 
These vehicles have developed technologically. It’s now common for them to have advanced transmission mechanisms 
that are either automatic or semi-automatic. The number of such vehicles with a manual gearbox is reducing. As a 
result, there’s little demand for candidates to take a ‘manual’ test compared to those who take a test in an 
‘automatic’.] 

Reducing the minimum engine capacity needed for a standard motorcycle (subcategory A2) test 

To allow candidates to take their A2 motorcycle test on motorcycles with a cylinder capacity as low as 

245cc currently 395cc. 

The Minimum Test Vehicle MTV is specified for each test category so that candidates take their test in an 

appropriate vehicle. The test pass will allow them to drive or ride any vehicle in that category, unless 

the driver’s licence carries restrictions. This proposal will not change the licence category. It’s about 

what motorcycle a person can ride when they take their test. The current regulations do not cater for 

the range of vehicles now in the A2 category. 

There are now many motorcycles with a smaller engine that produces enough power to put them in the 

A2 category. 

The A2 category of motorcycle must: 

 not be derived from a vehicle of more than double its power 

 have power output up to 35kW 

 have a power-to-weight ratio up to 0.2kW/kg 
 

It is proposed to reduce the MTV for A2 motorcycle tests to 245cc so that it includes ‘250cc’ motorcycles 

that produce enough power for the category. Candidates could then take their A2 test on a lighter 

motorcycle. 

Find out more and complete the consultation by 2nd March 2021 at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/simplifying-driving-licence-upgrade-and-

motorcycle-test-rules 
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ONE IN FOUR CAR OCCUPANTS KILLED IN IRELAND NOT WEARING A SEAT BELT 

Drivers and passengers in Ireland are being urged to buckle-up on every journey after new statistics 

showed over a quarter of drivers and passengers killed in road traffic collisions last 

year were not wearing a seat belt. The Road Safety Authority (RSA) has made the 

plea, along with An Garda Síochána, after carrying out the analysis on provisional 

Garda statistics from 2020. 

Sam Waide, Chief Executive of the RSA said that 

“For most people, putting on their seat belt has 

become second nature but as we can see from our 

analysis of the casualty statistics from 2020, there 

is still a percentage that don’t. These deaths could 

have been prevented if drivers and passengers had 

been wearing a seat belt. I’m asking drivers to 

make sure they and any passengers in their car are 

wearing a seat belt before starting a journey.” 

Between November 2019 and November 2020, 8,770 fixed charge notices were issued by Garda for 

seat belt offences. 

DEATHS RISE IN USA DESPITE LESS TRAFFIC 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has reported that an estimated 28,190 

people died in motor vehicle crashes on U.S. roads in the first nine months of 

2020. This represents an increase of about 4.6 percent as compared to 26,941 

fatalities reported to have occurred in the first nine months of 2019. 

Preliminary data reported by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) shows that vehicle miles 

travelled (VMT) in the first nine months of 2020 decreased by about 355.5 billion miles, or about a 

14.5 percent decrease. 

Commenting on the data, the National Safety Council stated:  

“Vehicle miles travelled have dropped precipitously since the pandemic, but the number of deaths 

has not followed. We should be able to show a significant safety benefit from having less traffic. 

Instead, in the midst of the worst health crisis in more than a century, we are experiencing even 

deadlier roadways – and motor vehicle crashes have been a persistent public health threat.” 

TRAFFIC OFFENCES UP IN 2020 IN FINLAND 

Preliminary data indicates that 220 persons were killed on Finland Road which was a rise from 2019 

by 12. Within these the number pedestrians and cyclists increased the most. 

Meanwhile the number of injuries reported to the police was 4344 or 630 lower 

than in 2019. 

Assistant Police Commissioner of the National Police Board said 

“This was challenging for the police, because 

there was less traffic on the roads and some 

drivers, young men in particular, exploited the 

situation. The number of excessive speeding cases 

increased by approximately 40% and cases of 

driving while intoxicated increased by around 10 

per cent despite the police not conducting large-

scale breath test traffic checks due to danger of 

coronavirus. Last year, the police caught 20,335 

drivers driving under the influence of intoxicants, 

while the corresponding figure for 2019 was 

18,499. Narcotics-related cases increased the most 

- 33 per cent compared to year ago.” 

 

The number of traffic violations rose in Finland in 2020 by 20% providing a provision figure of 

131,247 being registered compared to the previous year despite the fall in traffic volume.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD DEATHS IN FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 2020 

As one might and hopefully expected the total number of people killed on the roads in Great Britain 

in the first six months of 2020 fell when compared with the corresponding figures of previous years 

brought about mainly by the impact of Covid which saw a reduction in traffic of 30% compared with 

the same period of 2019.  

 

However when we calculate for the 

fall in traffic the rate of deaths per 

billion vehicle miles travelled 

regretfully rose by 14%. 

One has to offer a word of caution 

that whilst these figures will not be 

out by very much they are 

provisional and the real test will 

come in a few months’ time when 

the figures for the whole of 2020 

are collated revealed. 

Further good news was that the total number of casualties was 30% lower than in the first half of 

2019. 

Monthly trends show the number of casualties decreased by the greatest amount in April 2020, with 

a fall of 67% compared to 2019 and although the number of casualties then increased for May and 

June, figures were considerably lower than the equivalent months of the previous year. The DfT 

says these figures coincide with changes in traffic volumes, which fell by 49% between April and 

June 2020, when compared to the previous period. 

IAM ROADSMART ANNUAL CULTURE REPORT 

The annual Safety Culture Report published by IAM RoadSmart which tracks drivers’ changing 

attitudes to key road safety issues over time, discovered that 

three in four motorists now perceive potholes to be a bigger 

issue for road users than they were three years ago. This was 

followed by driver distraction – such as texting or talking on a 

mobile phone and traffic congestion  

Further findings from the report, now in its sixth year and which involves surveying more than 2,000 

motorists, also discovered that around nine in ten drivers have been affected by potholes over the 

last year resulting in just over one in three drivers changing their route to avoid a pothole and more 

than half having to steer away or brake hard to avoid impact and damage. 

The research found of those motorists who had experienced a pothole only around one in ten  had 

enough damage to their car caused by the pothole to require a repair and only around one in six  

had reported a pothole to the authorities.  

It is currently estimated that there are some 42,675 miles of UK roads classed as being in poor 

structural condition, which will cost an estimated £11.14 billion to bring them up to an appropriate 

standard according to Asphalt Industry Alliance. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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IS IT A POSSIBLE CORPORATE MANSLAUGHTER CASE? 

Steven Baylis - partner at Lime Solicitors discusses the potential for a corporate manslaughter case following 

the tragic deaths of Jason Mercer and Alexandru Murgeanu on the M1 where the hard shoulder had been 

converted to a running lane. 

The use of smart motorways 
creates an unusual dilemma. 
The aim is to reduce congestion, 
which in itself is found to reduce 
collisions and crashes but it also 
seems to create new risks to 
motorists that would not be 
present were a hard shoulder 
available. 

Some collisions occur where the motorists involved 
do not have the option of moving to a hard 
shoulder or emergency area and are exposed to 
the risks of being struck by other motorists should 
they exit their vehicles. In the tragic case of Jason 
Mercer and Alexandru Murgeanu, their deaths were 
caused by the negligence of another motorist, who 
was not driving in a safe manner. 

Should drivers be able to get to the hard shoulder, 
it will not eliminate the risk of incidents of 
careless driving. Where an incident is caused by 
the negligence of other motorists, I cannot see 
there being a finding of corporate manslaughter.  

However, Highways England will need to consider 
the issues very carefully and determine whether 
anything further can be done to maximise the 
safety of road users. This is especially the case 
now that a coroner has concluded (in his view) the 
use of smart motorways pose an ongoing risk of 
future deaths. 

Corporate manslaughter is a criminal offence 
where a business or organisation is found to have 
caused a person’s death. A business can be 
prosecuted for the offence of corporate 
manslaughter if the way in which its activities are 
managed cause a death through a gross breach of 
duty of care to the deceased. It should be noted 
that the Crown Prosecution Service apply a high 
threshold for liability requiring a gross breach of 
the relevant duty of care. The prosecution must 
prove that the breach of duty was causative of the 
death. A gross breach of duty is where the conduct 
alleged falls far below what can reasonably be 
expected of the organisation in the circumstances. 

Highways England states that casualty numbers are 
lower on smart motorways versus conventional 
motorways. It is stated that smart motorways have 
a range of protection measures in place which are 
not present on other types of high-speed roads.  

This includes CCTV coverage, systems to detect 
the flow and speed of traffic, emergency refuge 
areas and electronic signs to close lanes. 

Department for Transport research found on 
average over the previous five years approximately 
one in twelve fatalities on conventional motorways 
happened on a hard shoulder. 

It is of course always deeply sad to learn of serious 
and fatal crashes. In the case of Jason Mercer and 
Alexandru Murgeanu, the presence of an available 
hard shoulder could have avoided this tragic 
incident occurring. 

It remains the case though that any significant 
investment in road expansion schemes would 
result in more congestion and fewer lanes on 
motorways in the short-term. As such, there may 
still be an increased risk of stop-start traffic and 
greater numbers of crashes. 

Likewise, if hard shoulders are to be retained and 
not used to facilitate smart motorways, this too 
may create additional congestion and increased 
incident numbers. 

I do agree with the coroner that this needs to be 
looked at to determine, in the absence of 
substantial infrastructure investment, whether the 
use of smart motorways is found to be overall 
safer than retaining hard shoulders - albeit the 
risks of tragic incidents such as this one might still 
occur. 

The obvious benefit to the Government of smart 
motorways is that is eases congestion without the 
need to invest in expensive motorway expansion 
schemes. With an increasing population and more 
vehicles on the road network, a longer-term 
strategy is clearly required.  

Increased and cheaper access to public transport 
may not be a bad start. The issue is now rightly 
high on the road safety agenda, with the transport 
secretary set to hold crisis talks with senior 
officials at Highways England. 

It has come to light through Minutes from a 
Department for Transport meeting in 2011 that a 
lawyer raised concerns over converting hard 
shoulders into permanently live lanes of traffic. It 
would now seem appropriate for all the research 
and data held on the issue of smart motorways to 
be carefully re-analysed and to ensure maximum 
levels of safety on our motorways. 
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HIGHWAYS ENGLAND REFERRED TO CPS FOR POTENTIAL CORPORATE MANSLAUGHTER CHARGE 

With reference to the previous article by Steven Baylis regarding Smart Motorways we have now 

learned that a coroner has asked the Crown Prosecution Services (CPS) to consider a charge of 

corporate manslaughter against Highways England following the Doncaster Coroner held a Pre-

Inquest Review Hearing for Mrs Nargis Begum who was killed on the 'smart motorway' section of the 

M1 near Sheffield in September 2018. 

 CPS after being told that 16 minutes and 21 

seconds elapsed between the car breaking 

down and the collision. There was a further 

six minutes and 15 seconds before warning 

signs were activated. She said this made a 

total of 22 minutes and 36 seconds between 

the breakdown and warnings being displayed 

and the coroner wants to know why? 

Transport secretary Grant Shapps recently 

admitted to the transport select committee 

that it was ‘entirely wrong’ to roll out all lane 

running smart motorways without effective 

stopped vehicle detection (SVD) technology. 

Former Highways England chief executive Jim O'Sullivan also conceded to the transport select 

committee that 'a number of [deaths]' may have been prevented if SVD technology had been in 

place from the start of the smart motorway programme on all sections.  

Edmund King, AA president, said:  

“This is a significant moment for ‘smart’ 

motorways and highlights many failings, 

previously raised by the AA that should have 

been spotted before the first fatalities, and 

clearly need urgent action. The coroner feels 

there is significant concerns in this case 

which require further investigation. The key 

one raised in court, from the AA’s point of 

view, is the risk of having only eight people 

watching 450 cameras within the Yorkshire 

and North East region. We feel the risk of 

death would be reduced with more 

emergency laybys and the extensive use of 

radar to help pinpoint incidents. We will 

await the CPS conclusions in due course but 

this decision will once again raise serious 

questions regarding the permanent removal 

of the hard shoulder.” 

A Highways England spokesperson said:  

“Our deepest sympathies are with the family 

of Mrs Begum and all those affected by this 

tragic incident. Although we do not believe 

Highways England has committed any offence 

we will of course cooperate fully in any 

investigation. Every road death is a tragic loss 

of life and we are determined to do all we 

can to make our roads as safe as possible.” 

The coroner feels there are significant concerns in this case which require further investigation. 

The key one raised in court, from the AA’s point of view, is the risk of having only eight people 

watching 450 cameras within the Yorkshire and North East region. We feel the risk of death would 

be reduced with more emergency laybys and the extensive use of radar to help pinpoint incidents. 

We will await the CPS conclusions in due course but this decision will once again raise serious 

questions regarding the permanent removal of the hard shoulder.' 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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MOT EXHAUST FAILURE RATE 

Almost 1.3 million vehicles failed MOT tests last year because of faults relating to exhaust 

emissions. BookMyGarage.com found that diesel vehicles have seen the 

greatest surge in failures due to emissions, with a rise of 240% compared 

to 37% for petrol vehicles. The Freedom of Information (FOI) request to 

the DVSA by the MOT and service price comparison site found more cars 

have failed on emissions in the last two years than any other before it. 

Overall failures last year were up by more than 70% compared to 2017/18 

levels – the final year before the new regulations were introduced.  

In May 2018, the government introduced tougher MOT regulations to clamp down on vehicles 

producing excessive emissions which led to a significant rise in failures. 

 

TOUCHLESS TECHNOLOGY 

Rhondda Cynon Taf Council will be trialling touchless technology at six busy pedestrian crossings in 

a bid to reduce the spread of coronavirus. The detection technology, funded by the Welsh 

Government, will allow pedestrians to activate the signal controlled 

crossings by moving their hand under a sensor rather than pushing a 

button. 

The council said the technology could be implemented at all its signal-

controlled crossings if the pilot is a success. 

 

SMALL INCREASE IN SPEED = GREATER RISK OF SERIOUS INJURY 

Small speed increases can have huge effects on outcomes, according to the results of new crash 

tests conducted by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, the Insurance Institute for Highway 

Safety (IIHS) and Humanetics  

(AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is a non-profit, charitable organization based in Washington, DC, that is dedicated to 
saving lives through traffic safety research and education), 
Humanetics - global leader in the design, manufacture and supply of biofidelic crash test dummies, calibration equipment, 
crash sensors instrumentation, software modelling and active safety testing 
equipment). 

Three impact speeds were tested: 40, 50 and 56 mph. The 

researchers found that the slightly higher speeds were enough to 

increase the driver’s risk of severe injury or death. The AAA 

Foundation collaborated with IIHS and Humanetics, to examine how 

speed affects the likelihood and severity of occupant injury in a 

crash.  

At the 40 mph impact speed, there was minimal intrusion into the driver’s space, but at the 50 mph 

impact speed, there was noticeable deformation of the driver side door opening, dashboard and 

foot area. At 56 mph, the vehicle interior was significantly compromised, with the dummy’s sensors 

registering severe neck injuries and a likelihood of fractures to the long bones in the lower leg. 

Now, the AAA and IIHS is urging policymakers to factor in this danger from higher speeds when 

considering speed limit changes. The IIHS says drivers often travel faster than posted speed limits, 

and that when officials raise limits to match travel speeds, people still drive faster. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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THE INITIAL FUTURE UK-EU RELATIONSHIP IMPACT ROAD SAFETY 

(The ETSC looks at the current initial implications and changes for road safety regulation and co-

operation now that the UK has left the EU)  
 

The biggest changes are where no agreement was reached and/or EU rules no longer apply to the 

UK. 

 

The EU legislation on cross-border 
enforcement of traffic offences no longer applies, 
meaning the UK is not able to easily follow-up on 
traffic penalties such as speeding tickets from 
foreign-registered drivers.  The same is true for EU 
Member States vis-à-vis UK drivers.  Bilateral 
agreements between the UK and EU Member States 
could change this in the future, as could a future 
UK-EU agreement at some point. 

Another significant and immediate loss of 
data exchange is in the field of vehicle defects and 
recalls.  Though this will hopefully only see a 
temporary interruption.  The UK had frequently 
alerted EU Member States to information about 
serious vehicle defects as they came to light and 
vice-versa.  However the UK is no longer a part of 
the EU/EEA Rapex rapid alert system for product 
defects.  There is a commitment in the text to set 
up a method of exchanging data between the EU 
system and the future UK one but this has not yet 
been worked out. 

The UK is no longer subject to newly-

updated EU rules on road infrastructure safety 

management. 

The UK is also no longer party to the EU 
target to reduce road deaths and injuries by 50% 
by 2030 but has committed to the similar global 
goal set out in the recent Stockholm Declaration. 

The UK will no-longer provide detailed 
data on road deaths and serious injuries to the EU 
CARE database, an important source for 
benchmarking of road safety performance in 
Europe.  However, the UK will still be working with 
other international organisations such as the 
International Transport Forum and ETSC’s own 
Road Safety Performance Index programme. 

In the field of vehicle regulation the UK is 
setting up its own vehicle type-approval system.  
Vehicles will now have to meet both the UK and EU 
standards if they are to be sold in both markets.  
The exception is Northern Ireland where it will still 
be possible to sell a vehicle with only EU type 
approval. 

For the time being EU type approvals are 
being converted to UK ones in a relatively 
straightforward process – but that may change 
when the UK moves on from the temporary system 
currently in place.  UK-based manufacturers will 
need to get EU approval from an EU-based type 
approval authority for all new types of vehicle in 
the future as well as UK approval to sell at home.  
Likewise EU-based manufacturers will need a UK 
type approval from the British authorities in order 
to sell vehicles in England, Scotland and Wales. 

The UK government has previously stated 
that it would apply new EU vehicle safety rules 
coming into force from 2022 that mandate new 
technologies such as Automated Emergency 
Braking and Intelligent Speed Assistance. 

The cost of new vehicles in the UK is 
likely to increase due to the additional regulatory 
and logistical burdens of Brexit – which could 
potentially slow down fleet renewal towards more 
modern, safer vehicles.  Some manufacturers have 
reportedly already increased UK list prices. 

Thanks to the deal, some transport 
regulations that affect safety will remain largely 
unchanged for the time being.  UK lorries 
operating in the EU, and vice-versa, will now have 
to follow the rules set out in the deal – which 
mirror existing EU legislation on things like driving 
hours, rest times, certificates of professional 
competence, use of tachographs and weights and 
dimensions of vehicles.  If either side wants 
updated or different rules in the future, that will 
be subject to negotiation. For bus traffic, both 
sides have agreed to base future operations largely 
on the existing Interbus agreement governing 
passenger road transport between EU and non-EU 
countries. 

It has also been agreed that the UK will 
continue to participate in the EU’s flagship €80bn 
Horizon Europe research funding programme as a 
paying associate member for seven years.  
However, the UK will not get a say over the 
programme’s overall strategy. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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THE INITIAL FUTURE UK-EU RELATIONSHIP IMPACT ROAD SAFETY (cont) 

Ellen Townsend, Policy Director of ETSC expresses her concerns about how Brexit will impact upon 

road safety both in the UK and the EU  

“The UK and EU will not have safer roads as a result of this agreement. There 

are several gaps such as cross-border enforcement and unknowns, including 

when data sharing on vehicle recalls will restart.   

The UK’s expertise and leadership on transport safety will be missed in all 

manner of EU debates.  Looking forward, we hope that the EU and the UK build 

good cooperation and that the various new working groups are open and 

transparent, with NGOs given a seat at the table.   

The world now has another vehicle safety regulatory regime. We hope the UK uses that 

opportunity to put in place safety standards that go further and faster than the EU’s new 2022/4 

standards, and avoids a race to the bottom.  The possibility of lowered standards in order to reach 

a trade deal with the United States remains a real danger.” 

ZOOMING WHILST DRIVING 

Police in Reading have caught a driver on a Zoom video call while behind the wheel on his way to 

work. Furthermore it was found that it was discovered he was driving on a provisional licence and 

without any insurance. 

This driver can consider himself unlucky since he got caught and yet 

there are countless numbers of drivers who regularly engage in this 

kind of activity and it would seem like so many of our offences getting 

caught and the subsequent consequences is just not a deterrent to 

many who will take the risk knowing it to be wrong. 

 

RAC road safety spokesman Simon Williams said: 

 “It beggars belief that a driver could think 

it's safe to have a Zoom call while being in 

control of a car. Sadly, nearly one-in-10 

drivers who were surveyed for the latest RAC 

Report on Motoring admitted to doing 

something similar, with young drivers much 

more likely to take the risk. 'The key to 

cracking down on this sort of behaviour is 

greater enforcement. It's clearly a good thing 

that this particular driver was caught and 

perhaps in time we will see new types of 

camera-based enforcement introduced that 

could make police forces' task in convicting 

drivers easier. 'This is something eight-of-10 

drivers are keen to see.” 

 

I do not remain convinced that greater enforcement is going to stamp out or even reduce this kind 

of high risky behaviour. If people wish to do it they will however great the chances are of being 

caught. The solution has to be to make it impossible for this kind of behaviour to happen and one 

would have thought that technology to block signals into cars whilst being driven would be the best 

result way forward. It always seems that when we get new useful technology we then spend 

millions of pounds having to find ways of enforcing it when used incorrectly. 

I wonder what you think. Send your thoughts to graham@grahamfeest.com 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DRINK DRIVING STILL A MAJOR ISSUE 

The analysis of the 2019 road casualty statistics which were published at the end of September last 

year continue as always with the process of extracting further information. One such area is that of 

drinking and driving where worrying information has now been published showing that the 

provisional estimates suggest the number of drink-drive related deaths in Great Britain rose to a 10-

year high.  

The figures show between 240 and 320 

people were killed in collisions where at 

least one driver was over the drink-

drive limit – leading the Department for 

Transport (DfT) to produce a central 

estimate of 280 deaths. This provisional 

estimate for 2019 is higher than 2018 – 

when there were 240 drink-drive 

fatalities – although the DfT says the 

rise is not statistically significant 

despite it being the highest figure since 

2009. 

In addition for the first time the DfT has also published figures for the number of people killed or 

seriously injured in drink-drive collisions giving a total in 2019 of 2,110 – an increase of 11% from 

2018 the highest level since 2011. 

However, the total number of people killed or injured in actual drink-drive collisions fell by 9% to a 

record low – from 8,680 in 2018 to 7,860 in 2019. 

Brake is calling on the Government to take urgent 

action on drink-driving, including lowering the 

limit in England and Wales from 80mg alcohol per 

100ml blood, to 50mg, as has been implemented in 

Scotland since December 2014. The road safety 

campaigners state that the evidence is clear that 

any amount of alcohol impairs driving and so a 

zero-tolerance limit must be implemented to 

protect road-users. Brake is calling on the 

Government to review and reduce the drink-drive 

limit in England and Wales, which is now the 

highest in Europe. 

The RAC want the Government to consider all 

options, including increasing enforcement at the 

roadside, the use of alco-locks for those already 

convicted of driving under the influence and even 

looking at the merits of reducing the drink-drive 

limit in England and Wales to bring it in line with 

most other European countries. 

 

The question however is whether lowering the drink drive limit is really the solution which will 

bring about the significant drop in deaths and casualties that we would like to see although such a 

move does have wide public support? 

DRINK DRUGS 2020 NORTH WALES 

The number of arrests for drug driving in North Wales during December 2020 was almost double the 

number arrested for drink driving in the same period. During the annual month-long campaign by 

North Wales Police, a total of 129 motorists were arrested – with 47 people failing breath tests and 

82 providing positive drugs tests. The number of offences is considerably lower than in December 

2019, when the number of arrests was 100 for drink driving and 101 for drug driving. The reduction 

is attributed to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.  

In 2020 a total of 1,307 drug drive and 820 drink drive arrests were made by North Wales Police.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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POTHOLE FUND 

Highway Authorities across England have been allocated their share of £500 million for highways 

maintenance with the funding expected to fix the equivalent of 10 million potholes. 

This is the second of 5 equal instalments from the 

£2.5 billion Potholes Fund, providing £500 million a 

year between 2020/21 and 2024/25, announced by 

the Chancellor in the 2020 Budget  and is part of 

wider funding the Department of Transport 

provides for road maintenance which for 2021/22 is 

over £1.1 billion across England. 

With the average pothole costing around £50 to repair the funding will ensure that the equivalent 

of 10 million potholes can be dealt with making thousands of local roads both safer and easier to 

drive and cycle on. There has been a steady investment in pothole filling since 2015, including the 

£296 million Pothole Action Fund, which ran from 2015/16 to 2020/21. It also topped up highway 

maintenance investment in 2018 with a one-off £420 million boost to all highway authorities in 

England. 

Perhaps however the question remains as to whether just filling potholes is of any long term value 

or whether we should do more in terms of surface dressing to ensure a better overall seal and less 

likelihood of the repairs breaking down? 

HORSES KILLED 

The British Horse Society is urging drivers to be careful when passing horses on the road following 

four recent incidents, which took place in Cumbria, Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Leicestershire, 

during daylight hours involving vehicles driving straight into the back of horses. All four riders who 

were wearing hi-viz were injured with two requiring hospital 

treatment and sadly all four horses were killed. 

Statistics released by the BHS in November show road 

incidents involving horses and vehicles are on the rise, with 

1,037 incidents reported to the charity over the past year. Of 

those, 81% occurred due to vehicles passing by too closely 

with close to half being subject to road rage. As a result, the 

BHS is urging drivers to be careful when passing horses on the 

road and encouraging them to adhere to its ‘Dead Slow’ 

campaign messages.  

MULTI DROP DELIVERY DRIVING 

A new white paper from Driver Metrics explores how organisational factors can affect delivery 

driver behaviour and the evidence around the risks of multi-drop driving. We consider how driver 

behaviour may be affected by the nature of the driving task involved. A discussion of how to assess 

driver behaviour and provide a targeted intervention will be presented and given that employers 

may struggle to recruit good drivers, we look at ways in which employers can use tools that better 

predict safe driving 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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EXTENSION TO CBT CERTIFICATES SOUGHT 

Lockdown restrictions mean that Approved Training Bodies (ATBs) are prohibited from offering 

motorcycle training, resulting in riders being unable to renew their expiring CBT certificates.  

A CBT Certificate is valid for two years during which time you must have taken and passed your 

practical test or re-take your CBT. With practical testing not being available many people are 

falling into the trap of having CBT certificates expiring and no means to renew them or take a 

practical test and so consequently cannot use their PTW which affects their ability to commute or 

carry out their jobs.  

Therefore Jonathan Edwards MP - has tabled an Early Day Motion in Parliament, which asks: 

That this House notes that Compulsory Basic 
Training (CBT) certificates for motorbikes 
and mopeds are issued on a two year basis 
for learner drivers; further notes that these 
vehicles provide a low carbon mode of 
transport for passenger and cargo; notes that 
many key workers use this mode of transport 
as part of their commute, especially in rural 
areas where public transport links can be 
poor; notes that as a result of lockdown 
measures, motorcycle and moped tests are 
suspended; expresses concern that road users 
whose CBT certificates lapse whilst lockdown 

measures are in place are prohibited from 
using their vehicles on public roads through 
no fault of their own; notes that whilst road 
safety concerns are paramount, motorists in 
this position have been using their chosen 
mode of transport for two years; calls for a 
temporary extension of CBT certificates 
whilst lockdown measures are in place; and 
further calls on the Government to annul 
test fees for people with CBT certificates 
which have lapsed during the current 
lockdown if they will not extend their 

validity. 

Early Day Motions are used to put on record the views of individual MPs or to draw attention to 

specific events or campaigns, but by attracting the signatures of other MPs they can be used to 

demonstrate the level of parliamentary support for a particular cause or point of view. 

 

LIVING STREET ANNUAL REPORT 

The walking charity Living Streets has welcomed progress on active travel during a challenging time 

but a 'massive year for walking'. In Its latest annual report (2019-2020) they indicate a major boost 

in interest in active travel with 16 new local Living Streets groups formed – the highest ever in a 

year.  

Chief executive, Ms Creagh, said:  

“There is a growing understanding of how walking tackles some of 
the biggest crises facing us– inactivity, loneliness and climate 
change. If we are to build back better, then there must be no 
return to dangerous, dirty, congested streets. By enabling people 
to walk more short local journeys, we can help reach our Net Zero 

goals and help people from all walks of life live better.” 

Throughout the lockdown, Living Streets lobbied for more space 

for pedestrians. Then when the Government committed £250m to 

an Emergency Active Travel Fund to prioritise walking and cycling 

and support social distancing, Living Streets were delighted. 
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THUMBS UP FOR POP UP CYCLE LANES AND WIDENING PAVEMENTS 

A Freedom of Information investigation conducted by Cycling UK shows the new funded cycle lanes 

introduced across the UK during the pandemic are not a problem for the blue light service and the 

research has shown widespread support from ambulance trusts. 

The investigation of all ambulance trusts in England, 

Scotland and Wales showed no trust was against the new 

cycle lanes, with a third of all trusts showing strong 

support for them because of their public health and road 

safety benefits despite claims by some national 

newspapers that they had been responsible for delaying or 

holding up ambulances on critical blue light emergencies.  

Of the 12 trusts contacted, only North West Ambulance 

NHS Trust and the South East Coast Ambulance NHS Trust 

were unable to respond. The investigation covered the 

period from March to November 2020 when following 

Government funding new temporary safer cycling and 

walking facilities were put in to facilitate alternatives to 

public transport and make social distancing easier. 

The research also sought to discover if any ambulance trust had not been consulted by local 

authorities when new cycling and walking measures were introduced. Trusts were also asked 

whether they had raised any concerns about schemes which might delay ambulance drivers or add 

to emergency response times. As part of the investigation the trusts were also asked if they 

supported new cycling and walking schemes. No trust indicated a lack of support for the new 

schemes while four trusts expressed their support: South Central Ambulance Service, Yorkshire 

Ambulance Service, East Midlands Ambulance Service and London Ambulance Service. 

The London Ambulance Service made it clear that they supported funding for active travel 

measures. However, the Trust recognises that changes to road layouts, traffic management 

schemes and road closures all have the potential to impede response times to the most critically ill 

patients and could delay their conveyance to the nearest emergency department. For this reason, 

the London Trust carries this risk on its Risk Register. The Trust also engages extensively with the 

boroughs and TfL [Transport for London] to ensure changes and traffic schemes (to reduce traffic 

congestion, improve air quality and road safety, and promote active travel) reflect  operational 

needs as an emergency service. 

THE TOM HARRINGTON PAPERS 
 

This month’s latest papers which has been published/updated by Tom Harrington LLB, F Inst MTD  

 

1)  The Steering Wheel and the Suicide Knob   2) Beware Wigwags Ahead 

3)  Tailgating and the Negative Consequences   4) Asleep at the Wheel  

 

Tom has spent well over 40 years in the driver training and road safety industry and publishes many 
educational papers on a range of subjects. In addition to these papers you will find others within 
the Information Centre Library at www.grahamfeest.com 
 

A copy of the papers listed above can be initially found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  after which it can be located at:  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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IMPACT OF INTERVENTIONS ENCOURAGING A SWITCH FROM CARS TO MORE SUSTAINABLE MODES  

A new report commissioned by the Department for Transport has found that each passing 

generation is driving less within urban areas, in particular where convenient alternatives are 

provided.  

The research undertaken by NatCen Social Research 

indicates a pattern of trends that are already in 

motion; such as young people’s propensity to avoid 

car use in urban areas, if alternatives are easily 

accessible. In rural areas, where far less congestion 

exists and travel distances often greater, the trend is 

less pronounced. 

There has been a view for some time now 

that fewer 17 year olds are taking up driving 

immediately they come of age to do so 

preferring to leave it for a few years and 

those which do are not driving anywhere as 

much as one might have expected once they 

have passed their test and this research tends 

to support that being the case albeit that 

some might say it is the cost of driving which 

prevents them from owning and using a car. 

The research is demonstrating that each 

cohort is driving less than their predecessors 

as they age, but when older people make a 

shift this is more sustained. Certain groups, 

such as women and people from minority 

ethnic backgrounds, are less likely to adopt 

active travel. However deprived communities 

appear to benefit from active transport 

initiatives and interventions, especially where 

they are involved early on in deciding aims 

and features of design. 

Stark contrasts do exist in communities, in 

particular when it comes to the disparity 

between socially disadvantaged groups and 

women, who tend to be less likely to make 

active transport lifestyle changes without 

direct intervention in the form of community 

improvements or incentives. 

Schemes like the Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 

which though controversial are broadly 

supported by the public, have seen people 

driving less and making more trips by active 

means. A FOI request found that such 

schemes, contrary to press clippings, are not 

detrimental to emergency service response 

times.

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

TRIALS TO START IN WALES 

The Welsh Government has announced that trials will begin in eight pilot areas for a default 20mph 

speed limit on Welsh roads this summer ahead of the planned national rollout in April 2023. The 

Welsh Government hopes the trials will help develop enforcement arrangements and overcome any 

unforeseen issues before the full rollout. 

The areas chosen for the trials are intended to be representative of the different locations found 

across Wales including villages, towns and cities and will also focus on community engagement by 

demonstrating the benefits of the lower limit and explaining that reduced speed leads to safer and 

more cohesive communities. 

The Welsh Government says the new speed limit aim to improve safety and help make streets a 

more welcoming place for cyclists and pedestrians. 

Traffic Safety Roads 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/


17 

 

 

PROBLEMS WITH CARS NOT BEING USED 

According to ClickMechanic* they have found that vehicle repairs have spiked in the recent 

lockdown and their date has shown that coil spring replacements repairs have seen a 104% jump, 

rear brake shoes repairs increased by 86% and battery replacements grew by 33%. 

*ClickMechanic provides for you to receive an on-line fixed price quote which you can receive in minutes and once you are 

happy with the quote you book one of their vetted mechanics either to come out to you or for a garage to collect the 

vehicle to undertake the work in their workshop. 

This increase has largely been attributed to the combination of 

vehicles being parked up for a longer duration of time due to 

the lockdown restrictions and the unusually colder 

temperatures that have been seen over recent weeks. 

ClickMechanic’s data has indicated that an increase in rear 

shoes sticking on and thus needing to be replaced is a result of 

vehicles being left idle for an extended period of time. In 

addition some of the common motorists have experienced 

include: 

 The hand brake does not work properly 

 A squealing or scraping from a rear wheel during braking 

 The car pulls to the right or left under braking 

 The car becomes unstable under braking 

Furthermore, coil springs have been found to be more vulnerable to damage during winter months 

and colder weather. In most instances, it might be impossible to notice a broken coil spring unless 

the vehicle is lifted during a service, however, in some cases, a driver can notice something is 

amiss with the suspension when: 

 The vehicle is noticeably lower on one side. 

 There is uneven steering, or even veering off to one side. 

 There are rattles and knocks when going over uneven road surfaces. 

Owing to the lockdown and colder weather, many cars have not been used as regularly which has 

led to a host of complications – including repairs many UK motorists might not have anticipated.  

 
REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

(Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy) 

 

Following the recent announcements with regard to the easing of restrictions as and when the data 

provides for the proposed road map out of lockdown provided by the Prime Minister and other First 

Ministers of Scotland and Wales the Graham Feest Consultancy will be issuing revised dates for the 

conferences which had been planned in Durham, Stirling and Nottingham for the first part of this 

year. This will be done as soon as it becomes possible to communicate with the venues as to their 

requirements and securing the necessary accommodation. It is expected, subject to confirmation, 

that the conference scheduled in Hull on Monday 27th September 2021 will go ahead as planned. 

Hopefully it will be possible to confirm dates and venues in the April newsletter and as soon as 

information becomes available it will be posted at https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/ 
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