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INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING 

The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving has announced that there next meeting will be taking 

place on Sunday 1st March 2020 from 10.00a.m. till 1.00p.m. at the Holiday 

Inn located just off junction 2 of the M6, Hinckley Road, Coventry. Guest 

speakers include Professor John Groeger from Nottingham Trent University, 

Elizabeth Box from the RAC Road Safety Foundation and experienced award 

winning driver trainer Russell Jones along with discussion and debate about 

current driver training and road safety. The members of the Institute who 

come together once a quarter are amongst some of the most experienced 

driver trainers and practitioners making up what can only be described as an 

elite group of people. 

They welcome guests to their meetings who are like minded and have the belief in themselves of 

giving the best in driver training and making our roads safer and if anyone is interested in coming 

along to the meeting in march then you must first make contact with the Secretary Kathy Higgins 

via email at - secretary@imtd.org.uk who will be pleased to give you further information and a 

formal invitation to attend. Please note that you cannot just turn up without having make initial 

contact with the Secretary or via an existing member.  

SAFER PEOPLE VEHICLES ROADS 2020 

Safer People Vehicles Roads 2020 is a series of conference style events which take place throughout 

the UK on a regular basis throughout the year and provide a high value low cost 

opportunity for all those involved in the practice and promotion of road safety 

whether from the Statutory, Non Statutory, Voluntary or Business Sector. All 

the events are tailor made to deliver any CPD requirements and as such they 

are accredited in particular by SoRSA. Each event has a different programme 

although some of the speaker may appear more than once but not necessarily 

presenting the same topic. The organisers are confident that you will not find 

an event at such an affordable cost elsewhere made possible through the 

generosity of the speakers and the organisations they represent along with 

those who provide some financial assistance in terms of sponsorship. 

Dates arranged for 2020 so far are: 

 Monday 27th January 2020 at The Bedford Lodge Hotel, NEWMARKET 

 Monday 10th February 2020 at the Holiday Inn. BRISTOL 

 Monday 2nd March 2020 at the Lincoln Hotel. LINCOLN 

 Monday 20th April 2020 at The Colessio Hotel. STIRLING 

 Monday 18th May 2020 at The Langstone Hotel. HAYLING ISLAND, PORTSMOUTH 

 Monday 15th June 2020 at  Kenwood Hall Hotel & Spa SHEFFIELD 

 Monday 28th September 2020 at The Guildhall, HULL  

 

Booking are now being taken for  

 

Bristol:   https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/bristol-2020/ 

Lincoln:  https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/lincoln-2020/ 

Stirling:  https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2020/ 
 

Note that each of these has an early bird rate but you need to watch for the individual expiry date. 
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COMMENT ON AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN JANUARY 

From Mark Garnet - IAM "Masters" and First Aid Assist member 

 

Thank you for the latest edition - very informative and useful. 

 

I agreed with your editorial about new drivers. 

 

However, I hope you 

don’t mind me saying I 

think you miss the point 

about electric cars.  You 

state the speed of 

refilling is the key to 

wider adoption but I 

disagree.  Most vehicles 

are stationary for most 

of their life.  If the 

owner/driver has access to charging at home or at 

work, the speed becomes almost irrelevant; it can 

take all night (or all day) if the vehicle is full again 

next time it is used. 

 

A slow charger can be as simple as a good 

waterproof 3-pin socket and these are cheap and 

easy to deploy in large numbers.  A fast charger is 

expensive (and rapid chargers even more so), so 

that it is rare to get more than one or two.  Two 

chargers means very few EVs can benefit, even if 

the owner/drivers are happy to move mid-shift to 

allow a different employee plug in. 

 

Sure rapid chargers are needed; these enable the 

occasional longer trip but they are not what is 

holding back adoption. I would say the main cause 

of slow adoption is the traditional industry being 

completely against a tech solution that is better 

for the owner/driver and less profitable for their 

current business model.  Less to go wrong, almost 

no servicing, quieter, faster and above all cheaper 

the main issue is to get "bums in seats".  If you 

could do 90% of your journeys without ever visiting 

a petrol station (because your vehicle is full every 

morning), most people are interested and happy to 

do a bit of planning (and take a 30 min break) on 

the occasional longer journey. 

 

Please keep an open mind about EVs; even if they 

are not for you (I imagine you do lots of long 

random journeys), they still work for the vast 

majority.  Indeed I could argue if you do indeed do 

lots of long random journey you would benefit 

from a Tesla Model 3 which has an extensive 

recharging network (covers all of UK and Europe), 

with latest versions (just beginning to be rolled 

out) that can recharge 100 miles in less than 10 

mins.  So leave home with a range of 300, stop for 

10 mins on way there, another 10 mins on way 

back.  That’s 500 miles with only 2 coffee/loo 

stops and you know for sure that take a break 

during a 200+ journey is best practice. 

 

Do a couple of journeys per week like this and you are on the way to saving £5000 per year on fuel (depending  

on your current mpg etc).  Food for thought! 

 

 

SMARTPHONE DANGERS 

 

IAM RoadSmart has warned drivers of the need to be on full alert for distracted schoolchildren using their 

smartphones. The likelihood of a child being involved in a crash on the way home 

from school increases by 20% over the winter months. Casualty rates rise between 

3pm and 7pm as the days shorten from October. Youngsters aged 10-14 are most at 

risk, with road crashes accounting for over half of all unexpected causes of death in 

this age group.  

 

 

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart director of policy and research, said:  

 

"We urge all drivers to be aware that some youngsters are more focussed on using the new 

smartphone they got for Christmas and showing it off to their friends than on looking out for traffic. 

Their minds are often not on crossing the road safely. Drivers need to have all their senses on alert 

and anticipate unpredictable behaviour near schools and on residential streets in the late afternoon.” 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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TOP COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Warwickshire County Council has been named the country’s top performing County Council for 

highway maintenance in a key survey for the 

second year in a row. The county was among 111 

highway authorities, including 28 county councils 

that took part in the 2019 National Highways and 

Transport (NHT) Satisfaction Survey. The survey which is carried out each year by Ipsos Mori is the 

largest test of local opinion about transport and highways in the UK. The NHT survey was carried 

out during June, July and August 2019 with almost 100,000 members of the public from across the 

country taking part. 

 

Warwickshire came out top for public satisfaction amongst County Councils for highway 

maintenance, dealing with potholes and undertaking cold weather gritting. 

 

Cllr Jeff Clarke said:  

 

“We make it our priority to focus our efforts 

and spending on what people tell us matters 

most to them. To score so highly in areas 

including condition of pavements, dealing 

with potholes and undertaking cold weather 

gritting, is particularly gratifying as these are 

all areas people consistently say are 

important to them. I am particularly pleased 

with the cold weather gritting score as this 

service is particularly important to our 

residents. We have clearly improved our 

readiness and service arrangements but there 

is always room for improvement. One aspect 

that has been identified is prompt supply of 

information on roads. Work is already 

underway as we develop our communications 

strategy and continue to invest time in 

building our social media presence.” 

 

 

NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2019 

 

New car registrations fell for the third consecutive year in 2019, with a drop in the number of new 

diesel cars but a rise in electric vehicle sales. With the Ford Fiesta being the most popular new car  

 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) said 2,311,140 vehicles were registered last 

year, representing a 2.4% decline ‘as the turbulent market reacted to 

weak business and consumer confidence, general political and economic 

instability and confusion over clean air zones’. The decline was driven 

primarily by falling private demand, with registrations from consumers 

down 3.2%, while the small volume business market also fell, down 

34.4%. Fleet registrations, meanwhile, remained broadly stable, up 0.8%. 

While registrations of petrol cars were up 2.2%, this failed to offset the 

21.8% decline in diesel registrations. 

 

Alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations surged in 2019 to take a record 

7.4% market share. Hybrid electric vehicles continued to dominate this 

sector, with registrations increasing 17.1% to 97,850 vehicles. Battery 

electric vehicle registrations experienced the biggest percentage growth, 

rising 144% to 37,850 vehicles and overtaking plug-in hybrids for the first 

time – at least in terms of numbers. 
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INTO THE NEXT DECADE 

 

David Davies, Executive Director of PACTS (Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport 

Safety) looks back at the world of road safety in the 2010s and a glimpse ahead to the 2020s.  

  

The 2010s saw road safety elevated to a global policy priority in the UN 

Decade of Action and the Global Goals for Sustainable Development. 

This was recognition that road danger presents one of the biggest 

threats to human life worldwide and one that is “man-made” and 

growing. Progress against casualty targets was less impressive but 

international wheels grind slowly. 

 

In UK the number of road deaths changed little, with over 1,800 people 

killed each year; but the rate per head and per mile travelled fell. 

Taking the last ten years for which data are available (2008-2018), there 

was a decline of 30% in deaths and 20% in serious injuries. However, 

almost all of that occurred in 2008-2010. 

 

   -The decade saw three road safety plans 

by Westminster governments, in 2012, 2017 

and 2019. These contained useful actions, 

such as the new laws on drug driving, but 

lacked targets and did not amount to national 

strategies that would bring the agencies 

together to deliver the scale of action 

needed.  

 

   -That said, Highway England was 

established, with substantial resources and a 

40% casualty reduction target which it is 

working to deliver. 

  

   -Local authorities were given powers to set 

local speed limits based on wider criteria,  

 

 

 

leading to 20mph limits in many urban areas 

and more 50mph limits on rural roads. 

  

   -London showed the most ambitious 

approach, adopting Vision Zero and backing it 

with resources and comprehensive action.  

 

   -The Scottish Government reduced the legal 

drink-drive limit. 

  

   -Northern Ireland has sought to go further, 

and to introduce graduated driver licensing.  

 

   -The Welsh Government passed the Active 

Travel (Wales) Act and is reconsidering road 

and transport priorities, including default 

20mph limits, in light of declaring a national 

climate emergency.  

 

At EU level, a major achievement was the adoption of demanding safety regulations for vehicles 

produced in Europe after 2022. Various UK bodies contributed significantly to this. TRL estimates 

the regulations will prevent 25,000 deaths by 2035 

 

 
 

Continued 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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INTO THE NEXT DECADE (Cont) 

Looking at the decade to come, the global fight against 

road casualties will continue at the 3rd Global 

Ministerial Conference on Road Safety in Stockholm in 

February where minister-led delegations from over 80 

countries, along with agencies, businesses and NGOs, 

will meet. You can view the programme and comment 

on the draft Stockholm Declaration until 21 January 

2020. 

 

PACTS Chair Barry Sheerman MP, who is also Chair of the Global Network of Road Safety Legislators, 

will be taking part. 

-Crystal-ball gazing is always dangerous but 

it seems highly likely that road safety will 

increasingly be integrated into wider policy 

agendas of climate change, environmental 

quality, resource use, personal health and 

sustainable cities.  

 

   -The example of zero road deaths in Oslo 

2019, as a result of sound road safety 

measures, along with substantial restrictions 

on car traffic and promotion of public 

transport, walking and cycling, indicates the 

way for cities. PACTS support this approach.  

 

   -It is likely to be the defining decade for 

autonomous vehicles as the technology 

matures and systems to regulate them are 

established. These hold out the prospect of 

substantial safety benefits. Whether they 

deliver on these and whether they support or 

hinder the sustainability agenda will depend 

on steering policy and regulation, if not the 

vehicles! The Law Commission is consulting.  

 

   -At home, a government with a substantial 

majority will be better placed to introduce 

bolder policies. We must persuade them to 

adopt the right ones for transport safety. 

PACTS will work with the new parliament to 

re-establish the All-Party Parliamentary 

Group and with DfT ministers – reshuffled or 

not in February.  

 

   -Brexit will inevitably occupy the 

government and create risks and 

opportunities in relation to safety standards, 

international agreements, institutional 

capacity and international trade deals.  

 

   -Conventional risks will continue to exercise 

the road safety community – speed, 

careless/dangerous driving, drink and drugs, 

fatigue, distraction and seat belts.  

 

   -A new emphasis by DfT on in-depth 

collision investigation to deliver learning 

should enable better targeted interventions.  

 

   -The joint Roads Policing Review should end 

the reductions in enforcement action which 

has been detrimental to road safety. A call 

for evidence is likely to be issued shortly and 

PACTS will contribute with a new report.  

 

   -We will also soon publish a supplementary 

report on seat belts; followed by a report at 

Easter on drink driving.  

  

The Road Safety Plan 2019 has a two-year time horizon, after which a broader, more substantive 

strategy is planned. This is an opportunity that we must all seize together. 
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CHANGES IN BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE 

 

Council leaders in Birmingham are planning a dramatic shift away from car use including preventing 

trips through the city centre. Birmingham City Council is committed to becoming carbon neutral by 

2030' as well as 'prioritising people over cars and revitalising the city centre and local centres’. 
 

The plan sets out four ‘big moves’: 
 

 Reallocating road space 

 Transforming the city centre 

 Prioritising active travel in local neighbourhoods 

 Managing demand through parking measures. 

 
To transform the city centre they are to allow access to the city centre 

with no through trips meaning that a vehicle could access the centre 

but not pass through and would have to go back to the ring road in 

order to pass around. They are also to look at options for the central 

section of the A38 including re-routing it to an upgraded ring road. 
 

The city is also planning a workplace parking levy. 

 

SPEEDING OFFENCES 

 

A total of 2.84 million motoring offences across England and Wales in 2018-2019 were recorded 

with speeding at almost 2.4 million accounting for most of these at 84% which I suppose is not 

surprising as it is the most vigorously motoring activity monitored by the swathe of cameras 

whether that be in terms of those located on specific sites or those covering a length of road where 

the average speed is taken as a factor.   
 

Steve Gooding from the RAC Foundation said 

 

“Where limits are properly signposted and 

clearly feel right for the road in question 

then motorists have no excuse for going 

faster. That means highway authorities also 

have a responsibility to make sure the limits 

they set are appropriate and to avoid 

instances where the limit repeatedly 

‘bounces’ up and down along a single 

stretch.” 

 

The analysis – based on Home Office data – showed that West 

Yorkshire topped the list with 181,867 people caught speeding. 

Second was Avon and Somerset (159,210) followed by the 

Metropolitan Police, including City of London (157,494). At the 

other end of the scale Wiltshire Constabulary caught only 807 

people speeding, Cleveland caught 11,937 and Derbyshire 12,256. 

Wiltshire turned off its speed cameras in 2010. 
 

There were various outcomes for motorists stopped for speeding:  
 

44 percent resulted in the offender being sent on a speed awareness course 

34 percent attracted fixed penalty notices (FPNs) 

12 percent were later cancelled 

10 percent resulted in court action 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT IN GERMANY 

 

The German Government has passed a new regime of fines which have just come into force which 

include  
 

Drivers who do not let ambulance and rescue 

teams through when collisions occur on roads, 

including autobahns, face paying up to €320 

instead of the previous €200and at the same 

time also face the risk of a one-month driving 

ban and two points on their licence.  

 

Motorists who double park or park on 

footpaths or cycle paths could be fined €100, 

up from €55 previously. 

 

Vehicles with a gross weight of more than 3.5 

tonnes are only allowed to turn right in urban 

areas at walking speed (7 to 11 km/h). Those 

caught flouting the rules face a €70 fine and 

a point on their licence.  

 

Finally, using a mobile phone to film or 

photograph people who have died in road 

collisions will in future be punishable by fines 

or even imprisonment of up to two years. The 

"production and distribution of a picture that 

shows a deceased person in a grossly 

offensive manner" will in future be 

considered a criminal offence. 

 

Norway: Oslo records no pedestrian, child or cyclist deaths throughout 2019 

 

DRIVING ADVICE FROM IAM ROADSMART 
 

IAM RoadSmart and Mitsubishi Motors in the UK have produced a series of videos to give motorists 

some winter driving advice in a short, easy-to-digest form. 

 

The videos are proving especially relevant with roads up and down the UK 

being closed due to flying debris from an increase in stormy conditions. 

Crashes are also being caused by drivers not reacting fast enough or 

preparing themselves or their vehicles sufficiently. 

 

The videos cover three important areas of driving and can be viewed on YouTube, Instagram and 

Twitter. 
 

The YouTube version of the videos can be found here: 

 

 Driving in storms: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLobmTMBBsw  

 Driving in snow and ice: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgFqUK8_S2I  

 Six basic winter tips: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEAlmghFOcc 
 

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy and Research, said: "The simplest advice is often the 

best. Drivers and riders need to be aware that a little preparation, planning and increased 

awareness can be the big difference between a trouble-free journey and a disrupted one." 

 

DE-ICING THE WINDSCREEN 

 

According to a poll conducted by the AA by far the most popular method of de-icing windscreens 

was to use a scraper, with over 8 out of 10 members choosing this method. De-icer spray was the 

second favourite method and younger drivers (18-24yr old) were more likely to leave the engine 

running to warm up the car to clear the screen. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND CONGESTION 

 

In the last few weeks the climate and the need for change has again been headlining many news 

stories with leading figures suggesting that we have now 

reached a crisis point. The actions being taken in the 

capital along with other city initiatives underlines the fact 

that our agenda is going to be very much driven by the 

need for global change in the way we do things and in 

particular travel around. 

 

As a contribution to this and to reduce congestions nearly 

8,000 new cycle parking spaces are being created across 

London in a bid to make riding ‘as simple and hassle free 

as possible’. The parking spaces are being funded by TfL, who says its £3.5m investment has been 

carefully targeted to add spaces where they are most needed which includes town centres, 

stations, schools and residential areas. TfL hopes the funding will enable thousands more cycle 

journeys to take place each week by ensuring journeys can begin and end with a place to park. 

 

DRINK DRUG CAMPAIGN IN SCOTLAND - RESULTS 

 

Approximately 1 in 15 drivers stopped by Police Scotland in the festive drink and drug drive 

campaign between 1st December and 2nd January tested positive 

and saw officers breathalyse 8,687 drivers at the roadside.  
 

580 people were arrested for drink (395) or drug (185) driving 

offences – equating to just under 7%. Of those caught drink driving, 

29 drivers failed a breath test the morning after drinking. The 

number of arrests is similar to the level recorded during the 2018/19 

campaign – when 565 offences were detected from 8,632 tests. 

 

Police Scotland describes the latest figures as ‘extremely 

disappointing’. 

 

CALL TO END SHARED SPACES SCHEMES 

 

The National Federation of the Blind UK (NFBUK) has asked Boris Johnson to intervene and call a 

halt on shared space schemes across the UK where features such as kerbs, road surface markings 

and designated crossing places are removed and 

adversely affect many blind, partially sighted, 

disabled and vulnerable pedestrians. The NFBUK 

re-submitted a petition to 10 Downing Street 

calling on Boris Johnson to take action against 

local authorities who are in ‘complete denial of 

the severity of the problems created by shared 

space’. 

 

The charity has long campaigned against the schemes, which are intended to create a safer road 

environment based on the theory that drivers will reduce their speed because of uncertainty over 

who has priority. 
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DRIVING AND RIDING FOR WORK IN THE GIG ECONOMY 

 

A new guide to provide road safety advice for drivers, riders and employers operating within the gig 

economy has been published by RoSPA. 

 

The gig economy is the name/term given to 

freelance and independent workers, who do 

not get paid a salary but per ‘gig’ or a ‘piece 

rate’. Companies who rely on these types of 

workers are the ride-hailing organisations and 

food delivery companies allowing them to 

adjust their workforce as dictated by 

demand. Gig economy workers are regarded 

as self-employed and are not covered by 

employment law. However they are 

responsible for managing their work in a way 

that does not create health and safety risks 

for themselves and others. 

 

Driving is one of the most dangerous activities that most of 

us will ever do and driving for work tends to be risker than 

driving for private reasons. People who drive professionally 

are more likely to crash even after their higher mileages 

are taken into consideration. Many companies and business 

pay no attention to the driving task particularly where it is 

not the focus of their activity and moving what they have 

manufactured is seen very much as a secondary activity. 

 

The RoSPA guide contains information on what practical 

actions workers can take to maximise the safety for 

themselves and information for employers who use gig 

workers others while using the road network. 

 

A 2018 study, carried out by Dr Nicola Christie and Heather 

Ward from the University College London (UCL) Centre for 

Transport Studies, found more than 60% of self-employed 

couriers and taxi drivers are not provided with any road 

safety training. 

 

A copy of the guide can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

WELCOME TO ARRM – ASSOCIATION for ROAD RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

Born in September 1965 the life of AIRSO- Association of Industrial Road Safety Officers can to an 

end in the middle of January when it was renamed 

Association for Road Risk Management with all 

existing members of AIRSO having their membership 

transferred to the new organisation.  

 

ARRM is looking to become the leading professional 

membership body for individuals and organisations 

involved in work‐related road safety and the 

management of occupational road risk. 

 

They have a new website under construction but currently access to ARRM is via the old AIRSO site 

at www.airso.org.uk 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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MOBILITY SCOOTERS 

 

The Homecare Industry Information Service (THIIS) has responded to DfT figures which show that in 

2018 across Great Britain 249 collisions involving mobility scooters were 

recorded compared with 236 in 2017. The data shows there were 13 fatal 

and 64 serious collisions, with 172 resulting in slight injuries and THIIS says 

180 of these collisions occurred on roads and 69 happened on pavements 

and footpaths. Male mobility scooter drivers were involved in more 

incidents than their female counterparts, 92 involved drivers over the age 

of 75 years, with 19 of these aged 90 years and over. 39 of the incidents 

included a mobility scooter overturning. 

 

However THIIS says  

 

“Many mobility scooter collisions going 

unreported and the 2018 total was ‘likely far 

greater than the 249 number provided by the 

Government. While the 2018 figure 

represents a 5.5% year on year increase it is 

still lower than the 260 recorded in 2016 

which according to THIIS, ‘could suggest the 

industry’s efforts to address safety concerns 

over the past three years have been having an 

impact.” 

 

It is estimated that the number of mobility scooter users in the UK to be between 300 -350,000 and 

that number is increasing at a rate of 5-10% per year. 

 

NEW GUIDE TO ENCOURAGE CYCLING 

 

A new guide has been published to support urban communities in their efforts to increase levels of 

cycling.  

 

The best practice guide aims to be a valuable 

source of information for organisations ‘eager 

to create road conditions that will lead to 

greater numbers of cyclists’. 

 

The guide provides examples from two 

countries that have ‘successfully developed 

strong cycling cultures’ – the Netherlands and 

Denmark. It delivers a comprehensive overview 

of the factors which have enabled these 

countries to increase levels of cycling including 

behaviour change, infrastructure, education, 

the legal framework and enforcement. 

 

The guide says cycling should be ‘an essential part of an integrated urban development and 

transport policy’. 

 

A copy of the guide can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 
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RIGHT OF REPLY 

Andrew Fraser takes issue with Carrington Howard and his article which appeared in the last 

issue in which he wrote about restricting new drivers not being the answer 

 

“The author of the article "RESTRICTING 

DRIVERS IS NOT THE ANSWER" poses the 

interesting question of what happens when 

the restrictions associated with graduated 

driver licensing (GDL) are lifted.  He refers to 

anecdotal evidence which, he appears to 

suggest, show that casualty 

rates amongst novice 

drivers immediately rise.  

To what extent, however, 

he does not say, but the 

suggestion is a dangerous 

one, if it further delays the 

introduction of GDL to this 

country. 

 

While I cannot provide 

direction to a definitive 

answer to the question, it 

may be worth noting that the 2010 TRL 

Insight Report INS005 reviewed the effects of 

(1) experience, (2) training and (3) limiting 

exposure, on the accident risk of new drivers.  

At that time, "Although the evidence for the 

effects of GDL systems carrying over into the 

post-restriction period [was] scarce, some 

early results are encouraging".  This does not 

seem to support the author's claim. 

 

In fact, the general tenor of his article seems 

to suggest that the author is rather out of 

touch with the focus of driver education and 

training in the realm of road safety, 

generally.  In that, he is not unique - in its 

April 2004 written submission 

to the Select Committee on 

Transport, the Department for 

Transport declared that, 

following "consultation", it had 

decided against introducing 

restrictions for newly-qualified 

drivers.  The Minister stated 

that, "we see the reform of 

driver training and testing as 

an alternative approach which 

addresses the underlying 

causes of the concerns we 

have with novice drivers". 
 

This, despite the fact that the Minister's own 

Department had already concluded that, 

"There is little research evidence that 

increased formal driver training improves 

safety."  (Hazard perception training, 

however, does seem to be beneficial.) 

 

This, surely, raises questions about the value of "consultation".  Fourteen years have now passed 

since the Minister made his 2004 decision based, not on fact, but on the result of "consultation".  I 

shall leave readers to work out how many unnecessary deaths may have resulted since that fateful 

decision.” 
 

In a brief response Carrington Howard wished it to be recorded that he is not against the idea of 

some form of GDL but wished it to be clear, from his point of view, that to restrict drivers for a 

given period of time without giving training in the areas they had been restricted (based on the 

fact that the restriction which might come about look as if they will be based on new drivers and 

the type of crashes they have) is somewhat negative and fails to address why the chosen 

restrictions have been put in place in the first instance. 
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GETTING IT WRONG WHEN PAYING YOUR CAR PARK CHARGE 

 

It is pouring down with rain and blowing a gale and dark as you 

go back to the car to be faced with a machine not located 

under cover and in poor or non-existent lighting where you 

have to start keying in your registration number and then 

fumble around for the correct money. 

 

So what happens - you get the digits round the wrong way, can 

hardly see the screen in the dim light to check and so in all 

innocence you pay the charge which is probably the brightest 

of all the lights – I wonder why! A few days later you receive 

through the post a fix penalty as you have keyed in the wrong number and so you are now in an 

argument with a machine which has no empathy whatsoever and people who, if you can speak to, 

have one response “the computer says……” 
 

Well hopefully that it to change – a bit anyway as fines for drivers who accidentally enter incorrect 

number plate details when paying for parking could be scrapped. The British Parking Association 

(BPA) has revised its Code of Practice which now states that firms under its Approved Operator 

Scheme should overturn fines for ‘minor keying errors’. A minor keying error is where “one 

character has been entered incorrectly, or where the registration has been entered in the wrong 

order.” Previously, firms have issued Parking Charge Notices (PCNs) of up to £100 for such errors. 

 

INSURANCE IMPLICATIONS OF MOBILE PHONE USE 

 

On top of the financial penalty of £200 offenders using a mobile phone whilst driving could find 

their insurance premium substantially increased and that’s if their insurer 

will continue to provide cover and if they do it is likely to come with a 

hefty rise in the premium of as much as three times making a total of 

around £900 for their annual premium based on an average of currently 

around £367. 
 

The AA compared premiums quoted by the nine insurance companies on its 

panel for a ‘clean’ driver, with premiums for speeding and mobile phone 

offences, over a five-year period. Of the nine, five would not offer cover 

for a driver with a mobile phone offence. Recent figures from The 

Department of Transport indicate that some 374,000 drivers are still using 

their handheld mobile while they’re driving. 

 

THE SMART MOTORWAY DEBATE 
 

The transport secretary is finalising ‘a serious package of measures’ to tackle concerns over the 

safety of smart motorways. During a House of Commons debate on all lane running (ALR) schemes, 

in which the hard shoulder is removed to create an extra lane, transport minister George Freeman 

stated that the outcome of a government ‘stocktake’ of smart motorways would be made public 

very soon. 
 

The minister said:  

“I totally accept that there are real issues…not least of which are refuge placement and ensuring 

that we have full CCTV coverage so we are able properly and quickly to monitor vehicles that are in 

trouble and ensure that they are dealt with properly. If a stationary vehicle detection system is the 

prerequisite, we need to put it everywhere and ensure that it works properly.” 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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TRAFFIC EDUCATION IN EUROPE 

 

A new report highlights 17 key principles for delivering effective road safety education throughout 

Europe in order to ensure that everyone and especially children and youngsters receive high quality 

traffic safety and mobility education. 

 

The report is published as part of the LEARN! 

(Leveraging Education to Advance Road safety Now) 

project, by the European Transport Safety Council 

(ETSC), the Flemish Foundation for Traffic Knowledge 

(VSV) and Fundación MAPFRE, and aims to improve the 

quality of traffic safety and mobility education across 

Europe. More information on the project is available at: 

www.trafficsafetyeducation.eu 

 

Despite most European countries having committed to 

providing traffic safety and mobility education, notably 

in schools the provision of such education differs widely 

across Europe, with most countries not following 

through on their commitments. 

A copy of the report can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

DRIVING FOR WORK 

 

It is understood that the Health & Safety Executive is to review their document Driving for Work 

(INDG382) which was lasted updated in April 2014. There is an ever growing emphasis on those who 

use the road in conjunction with their work where we now estimate that over 25% of people are 

killed or injured doing a work related journey. 

  

 

POWERED TWO WHEELER SALES 2019 

 

The MCIA, the body that represents the UK Powered Light Vehicle (PLV) industry have advised that 

sales of motorcycles, scooters and other Powered Light 

Vehicles (PLVs) grew in 2019.  The year saw a total of 

107,408 registrations a 1.5% increase over 2018 and 

the continuation of the trend seen since the financial 

crisis. Demand for traditional motorcycles from 

enthusiasts remained stable, but growth was 

particularly evident among smaller vehicles, often 

used by commuters and delivery services.   

 

With their light weight, ease of parking, and ultra-low 

or zero emissions, more and more people are realising that powered light vehicles (PLVs) represent 

a perfect alternative to traffic-bound cars and vans, with the added benefit of reduced commuting 

costs and time.  In addition, many electric PLVs feature removable batteries that can be charged at 

home or work, from a conventional wall socket 
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CAR COLOUR LEAGUE 2019 

 

According to the latest figures released by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) 

Grey continued to be the UK’s favourite new car colour in 

2019 having reached the top spot for the first time in 2018. 

The number of grey cars registered in the year rose 5.3% to 

521,273 and meant an increased market share for the colour, 

with more than one in five new cars (22.6%) sold painted 

grey. 

 

Black and white rounded out the top three colours of the 

paint chart, meaning 60.7% of all new cars joining British 

roads in 2019 were shades of monochrome although 

registrations of black cars were down -2.4% and white cars 

down -4.1%. The top 10 was largely unaltered year-on-year, 

save for the reappearance in 10th place of yellow, which 

knocked out in 2018 by beige. 

 

AUTOMATED CONE LAYING 

 

Highways England hopes to begin testing on automated cone-laying vehicles for the country’s 

motorways and A-roads very soon.  
 

Currently, cones are placed on roads in person and this exposes work crews 

to safety risks from traffic passing close by and at speed. It is also a heavy 

manual task. Highways England estimate that a typical 4km closure involves 

putting down approximately 260-300 cones meaning that two workers will 

both handle between 5-6 tonnes per shift in cone placement often taking 

place in the dark and frequently  in adverse weather conditions. The picture 

left shows a vehicle set of automated cone laying trials. 

 

 

CHILD PASSENGERS NOT ALWAYS RESTRAINED 

 

Despite UK law stating that a child must use a child car seat until they are 12 years old or 135cm 

tall, whichever comes first and children over the age of 12 or more than 135cm tall must wear a 

seat belt more than a fifth of parents and grandparents who transport children by car admit to not 

using a child car seat every time according to new research carried out for the RAC Shop. 

  

The biggest reason given by parents and grandparents for 

not securing their child or grandchild properly was not 

having access to the car seat as it was in another vehicle 

(54%), followed by nearly a fifth (18%) saying they forgot 

to take the car seats out of another car.  

 

Fifteen per cent said they didn’t use one due to the 

shortness of the journey, 9% said they discovered the car 

seat was the wrong size for their child or grandchild and 

4% stated that their vehicle was heavily loaded and there was not enough space for the seat. 
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